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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world.
The altar flowers are given today in honor of Frank Norem’s birthday
by his sisters, Lenora, Nancy, Anita, and Aleta; and by
Tony & Anita Freehauf in honor of their grandson, Leonardo Shen’s birthday.
To sponsor altar flowers for our worship space,
sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office.
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness
P
C

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and
sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept to reflect on the ways we have turned from God this week.
Let us pray. Holy God, Creator of all that is, we confess to you that
we have sinned. We have failed in our care for the land and its
creatures. We have been greedy, destructive, and wasteful of the
resources you entrusted to us. Polluted air and water, eroded soil
and salty earth, birds and animals deprived of habitat, and neighbors
left hungry and thirsty by our selfishness: all these cry out against
us. We do not know how to restore what we have damaged. We
repent in sorrow and distress. Forgive us, we pray, and have mercy.
Give us grace to change our ways, to make amends, and to work
together for the healing of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

C

God promises a new creation. God’s Spirit renews the hearts of God’s
people. God’s Spirit moves over the face of the earth. God’s Spirit calls
us to action. We are free to choose a new way for us and God’s creation!
Therefore, I declare to you: your sins are forgiven, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
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*Opening Song
“All Because of Jesus”
Words and Music by Steve Fee ©2007 Worship Together Music CCLI# 2793209

Verse

Giver of every breath I breathe,
Author of all eternity,
Giver of every perfect thing,
To You be the glory.
Maker of heaven and of earth,
No one can comprehend Your worth.
King over all the universe, to you be the glory.
And I’m alive because I’m alive in You.

Chorus

And it’s all because of Jesus I’m alive.
It’s all because the blood of Jesus Christ
That covers me and raised this dead one’s life.
And it’s all because of Jesus I’m alive.

Repeat All
Bridge

Every sunrise sings Your praise,
The universe cries out Your praise;
I’m singing freedom all my days,
Now that I’m alive. Repeat Chorus
And it’s all because of Jesus I’m alive.

*Greeting and Prayer of the Day
P
C
P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray. God, creator of all living things, you fashioned a world in
which lands and waterways, plants, bugs and animals, together meet the
needs of all that you made. Bless those who work the soil and who supply
the food chain with sustenance, nurture bees and other pollinators, and
teach us to appreciate even the smallest and most unusual contributors
to your network of creation. Accept our gratitude for all sustenance you
provide, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Psalm 139:7-18
D
C

A responsive reading from Psalm 139. Listen for the Word of the Lord.
Our ears are open.
Where can I go then from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
If I climb up to heaven, you are there;
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand will lead me
and your right hand hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,
and the light around me turn to night,”
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them
were written in your book; my days were fashioned before they
came to be.
How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

D
C

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!
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Reading
D
C

Job 12, 38 & 39

A reading from the book of Job. Listen for the Word of the Lord.
Our ears are open.
Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me if you
have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
Can you hunt the prey for the lion
or satisfy the appetite of the young lions,
when they crouch in their dens
or lie in wait in their covert?
Who provides for the raven its prey,
when its young ones cry to God
and wander about for lack of food?
Is it by your wisdom that the hawk soars
and spreads its wings toward the south?
Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up
and makes its nest on high?
It lives on the rock and makes its home
in the fastness of the rocky crag.
From there it spies the prey;
its eyes see it from far away.
But ask the animals, and they will teach you,
the birds of the air, and they will tell you;
ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you,
and the fish of the sea will declare to you.
Who among all these does not know
that the hand of the Lord has done this?
In his hand is the life of every living thing
and the breath of every human being.”

D
C

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!
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*Gospel Acclamation

# 512

“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”
Text & Music by: Handt Hanson, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.

Lord, let my heart be good soil,
Open to the seed of your word.
Lord, let my heart be good soil,
Where love can grow and peace is understood.
When my heart is hard, break the stone away.
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day.
When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,
Lord, let my heart be good soil.

*Gospel
P
C

Luke 19:1-10

The gospel according to Luke, the nineteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was
going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he
hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and
said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there
and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and
if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Then
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a
son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”
P
C

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Mosquitoes, Beetles, and Stinkbugs (Oh, My!)

Sermon

Pastor Evan Mayhew
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*Hymn of the Day
“Our God Saves”
© 2007 Thankyou Music | Integrity's Hosanna! Music | Leadworship Songs
Brenton Brown | Paul Baloche CCLI License No. 2793209

Verse

In the Name of the Father, in the Name of the Son
In the Name of the Spirit, Lord, we come.
We're gathered together to lift up Your Name,
To call on our Savior, to fall on Your grace.
Hear the joyful sound of our offering
As Your saints bow down, as Your people sing.
We will rise with You, lifted on Your wings,
And the world will see that

Chorus

Our God saves! Our God saves!
There is hope in Your Name.
Mourning turns to songs of praise
Our God saves! Our God saves!

Repeat All
Repeat Chorus

*Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church
Text by: Celtic traditional, adapt. Ray Makeever. Music by: Ray Makeever. © 2009 Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.

P

Guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need.

Congregation sings the response:
Deep peace of the running waves,
Deep peace of the flowing air,
Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth.
The prayers conclude:
P
God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy
Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your
holy keeping.
C
Amen.

*Sharing the Peace
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
You may share the peace of Christ with others.
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.

Offertory

*Offertory Response
“What Can I Do”
Graham Kendrick/Paul Baloche; Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/Make Way Music; © 2006 CCLI #2793209

Chorus

What can I do but thank You?
What can I do but give my life to You?
Hallelujah, hallelujah!
What can I do but praise You?
Every day make ev'rything I do a hallelujah,
A hallelujah! Hallelujah!
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*Offertory Prayer
D

Let us pray. Holy God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life,
and growth in grace. Accept the gifts we offer here. Use them to
nurture your church, this community, and the care of your creation;
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

*Great Thanksgiving (spoken)
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Holy

*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

12

*Invitation to Communion
P
C

Taste and see that the Lord is good!
Thanks be to God!

Distribution
We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table.
All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing.
There are two ways to receive communion today:
Receiving Communion in your pew
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements contained in the
communion pod. The pastor will say the words of distribution after the Invitation
to Communion:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.






Receiving Communion at the altar
You will be invited forward by the usher.
You may bring your offering/attendance slip forward and place in the
offering basket or place in the offering baskets by the doors as you leave.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor when
receiving communion.
The deep purple wine is on the outer rings of the tray; the golden grape
juice is on the inner rings of the tray.
After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the basket,
and return to your pew via the side aisle.

Lamb of God

# 336
“Lamb of God; Your Only Son”
Text and Music by: Twila Paris. © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music.
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.

Refrain

Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God
I love the Holy Lamb of God.
Oh wash me in your precious blood,
my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. Repeat
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Communion Music
“I Lift My Hands”
© 2010 worshiptogether.com songs | sixsteps Music | Vamos Publishing | Matt Maher Designee
| Thankyou Music Chris Tomlin | Louie Giglio | Matt Maher. CCLI License No. 2793209

Verse 1

Be still there is a healer.
His love is deeper than the sea.
His mercy is unfailing.
His arms a fortress for the weak.
Let faith arise;
Let faith arise.

Chorus 1

I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge,
You are my strength.
As I pour out my heart
These things I remember:
You are faithful, God, forever.

Verse 2

Be still there is a river
That flows from Calvary's tree.
A fountain for the thirsty,
Your grace that washes over me.
Let faith arise;
Let faith arise! Repeat Chorus 1 Twice

Bridge

Let faith arise; let faith arise.
Open my eyes; open my eyes Repeat

Chorus 2

I lift my hands to believe again.
You are my refuge,
You are my strength.
As I pour out my heart
These things I remember:
You are faithful, God,
You're faithful, God, forever!

*Blessing
C

Amen.
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e

*Prayer after Communion
D

C

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into
your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your
table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our
heart, serve others with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Benediction
C

Amen. (spoken)

*Sending Song

# 857, Vs. 1
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”

Text: Rick Founds. Music: Rick Founds. Text and Music © 1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Music Services CCLI License #2793209

Verse

Lord, I lift your name on high;
Lord, I love to sing your praises.
I’m so glad you’re in my life,
I’m so glad you came to save us.

Chorus

You came from heaven to earth to show the way,
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay,
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky;
Lord, I lift your name on high.

*Sending
D
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude
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