
 

 
 



 

 

 
We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Len & Arlene Erdahl 
in celebration of their 57th wedding Anniversary! 

 
 

 
 

Worship Leaders – Sunday, November 9, 2025 (11:00 am) 
Deacon   Judy Wierman 
Communion Assistants Karen Becker 
Greeter s   Jaelyn Berger, Carolyn Wyss 
Ushers    Tim Hay, Roger Wyss 
Acolytes   Camden Alvarado, Brody Alvarado 
Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Audio Board   Shane Basham 
Counters        Pat Block-Hay, Wendy Eklund  
Altar Guild   Joan Fry, Marge West 
Welcome Center Ken & Erica Swanson, Marge West & 

Chrissy Spiecker 
Coffee Hour   Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

 
 
 
Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell     robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org    630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew     evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org      262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks       torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org    815-355-3205 
Alyssa Rosas      operations@stjohnjolilet.org    815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus      pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert      communications@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jon Blomquist, President       council@stjohnjoliet.org     630-631-8438 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John Lutheran Church 

2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  
815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
 

2 
 

mailto:robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:communications@stjohnjoliet.org


 

 
 
 

*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
  

 
 
Prelude                                                                             
 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Merciful and loving God, 
C we are your rebellious people. 

We compete with those who have less than us. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from people who are in need. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 

 
P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

C Amen. 
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*Opening Song 
“Let Us Rise” 

Ed Cash / Sarah Reeves, Songs from Worshiptogether / Welma Rhymer Publishing / Wonderously Made Songs © 2009 CCLI# 2793209 
Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and Streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1 Break down the walls, let love prevail, 
Pour out Your truth, teach us Your ways, oh God. 
Teach us Your ways, oh God. 
All Your sons and daughters reaching out: 

 
Chorus  Let us rise, let us rise, 

Make us one, we cry; 
Let us love like You love, let us rise. 
Every tongue, every tribe, 
Every heart unified; let us rise, Oh,  
 
Let us rise. 

 
Verse 2  Humbly we stand longing for change. 

Bring us to You, show us Your heart, oh God, 
Show us Your heart, oh God. 
All Your sons and daughters reaching out: 
 

Repeat Chorus 
 
  Let us rise. 
  Let us rise! 

 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
P Let us pray. O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your 

Spirit you renew and direct our hearts. Inspire us for a holy life here, 
keep us mindful of the life to come, and bring us to the joy of the 
resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C  Amen. 
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Reading                                                                 Job 19:23-27 
D A reading from the book of Job, the nineteenth chapter. 
             Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open.  
  

“O that my words were written down! 
    O that they were inscribed in a book! 
O that with an iron pen and with lead 
    they were engraved on a rock forever! 
For I know that my vindicator lives 
    and that in the end he will stand upon the earth; 
and after my skin has been destroyed, 
    then in my flesh I shall see God, 
whom I shall see on my side, 
    and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
    My heart faints within me!” 

 

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 17:1-9 
D A responsive reading from the book of Psalms. 
C  Our hearts are open.  
 

Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; 
    give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit.  
From you let my vindication come; 
    let your eyes see the right. 

 

If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, 
    if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me; 
    my mouth does not transgress.  
As for what others do, by the word of your lips 
    I have avoided the ways of the violent. 
 

My steps have held fast to your paths; 
    my feet have not slipped. 
I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 
    incline your ear to me; hear my words. 
 

Wondrously show your steadfast love, 
    O savior of those who seek refuge 
    from their adversaries at your right hand. 
Guard me as the apple of the eye; 
    hide me in the shadow of your wings, 
  
from the wicked who despoil me, 
    my deadly enemies who surround me. 
  

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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*Gospel Acclamation  
 

“Word of God Speak” 
by Bart Millard & Pete Kipley   © 2002 Simpleville Music/Songs from the Indigo Room  Music CCLI# 2793209 

Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

*Gospel                                                                Luke20:27-40 
P        The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 20th chapter. 
C        Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 
and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow 
and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the 
first married a woman and died childless; then the second and the third 
married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. Finally, the 
woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman 
be? For the seven had married her.” 

 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in 
marriage, but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in 
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. 
Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 
children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the 
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where 
he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to him all 
of them are alive.” T hen some of the scribes answered, “Teacher, you have 
spoken well.” 40 For they no longer dared to ask him another question. 

P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon  
 
 

 

Sermon                                                           Pastor Evan Mayhew 
 

 
 

*Hymn of the Day                                                    
 

“My Redeemer Lives” 
By Reuben Morgan ©1998 Reuben Morgan/Hillsongs Publishing CCLI# 2793209 

Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse I know He rescued my soul, 
 His blood, He covered my sin, 
 I believe, I believe. 
 My shame, He’s taken away, 
 My pain is healed in His name, 
 I believe, I believe 
 I’ll raise a banner; 
 My Lord has conquered the grave! 
 

Chorus My Redeemer lives!  My Redeemer lives! 
 My Redeemer lives!  My Redeemer lives! 
Repeat All 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving for Generosity                                       Solar Panels 
 
 
 
 

Fall Stewardship Appeal Update                                   Mark Frost 

Stewardship Team 
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Litany of Gratitude 

P Give thanks to the Lord, who is good! 
C God’s love is everlasting! 
 

P Come, let us praise God joyfully! 
C Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 

P For the solar panels above our heads, that they capture the rays of 
your sun providing warmth in the winter and cool in the summer. 

C That they conserve resources for our ministries and for your 
creation. 

 

P That they sustain your mission for us into the future, 
C And inspire us to greater generosity.  
 

P In the name of God’s generous Son, whom we praise. 
C Amen! 

 
 
Prayers of the Church                                                                  

In the hope of God’s grace and salvation, the church prays for all the  
great needs of the world.  
 

Your prayer requests may be shared silently during today’s prayers, by 
filling out a green prayer request card in your pew or completing the Prayer 
Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 
 
P  Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, 

and all in need. 
 
Congregation Sings the response: 
 

“Nothing Can Trouble” 
Words and Music: Jacques Berthier © 1982, 1983, 1984. Les Presses de Taize (France) International. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Nothing can trouble 
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.  
Those who seek God shall never go wanting.  
Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten.  
God alone fills us.  

 
The prayers conclude: 
P  We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our redeemer and friend. 
C Amen. 
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*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may share the peace of Christ with others. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace. 

 
Ministry Highlight                                          Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a small group who knits and crochets together. 
They gather around the prayer shawls with love and laughter,  

blessing and prayer, and then give them as gifts to  
anyone who needs healing or their spirits lifted.  

You are welcome to choose one for someone you are praying for, 
or you may find one for yourself in the cubbies of the cabinet  

next to the Welcome Center.  
 

The Prayer Shawl ministry and all our ministries  
are made possible by Jesus and the General Fund,  
supported by generous people like you. Thank you 

 
Offertory               
 
 

Commitment to Community: 
A Spirit of Sharing 

 

It feels good to give back and to “pay it forward!” 
 

There is joy in being generous - giving to others from what God has blessed 
us with. Thank you for your generosity toward the ministries of St. John, 

which serve God, help our neighbors right here, bring aid to people in need 
across the country, and strengthen partnerships around the world. 

 

Your gift of money and gift of presence are lifted up to God  
when you place your attendance sheet, prayer requests, 

 and financial gifts in the offering plate. Thank you! 

9 



 

 
*Offertory Response                                      
 

“Seek Ye First”  
Karen Lafferty© 1972 Maranatha! Music CCLI #2793209 

Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness,  
and all these things shall be added unto you.  Allelu, 
Alleluia. 

 

Verse 3 Ask and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, 
Alleluia. 

 
 

 
*Offertory Prayer 

D   Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of 
what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
*Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*Holy 
 

Words and Music by: Ellen Goodwin.Copyright © 2008n. Reprinted and streamed with permission. 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
 
 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

P   Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  
Come to this meal of mercy. 

C   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Distribution  
We believe Jesus Christ is the host of this table,  

his true presence is in this meal, and you are welcome to receive  
the bread and wine of resurrection.  

 

If you prefer your child to receive a blessing,  
place your hand upon their head or their hands. 

 

Communion Instruction 
 

● You will be invited forward by the usher or pastor. 
● Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor 

when at the rail. 
● Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on 

the inner rings of the tray. 

● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the 
basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

● If you prefer to receive communion in your pew, communion pods 
are available at the entrance to the sanctuary. The pastor will say 
the words of distribution after the Invitation to Communion. 

 
 
 

Lamb of God  
Words and Music by: Ellen Goodwin. Reprinted and streamed with permission. 
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Communion Music                                                
 

“I Will Never Be (the Same Again)” 
Geoff Bullock, Copyright 1995 Maranatha! Music  and Word Music, LLC  CCLI#2793209 

Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Verse 1 I will never be the same again; 
  I can never return, I’ve closed the door. 
  I will walk the path, I’ll run the race, 
  And I will never be the same again. 
  Repeat Verse 1 
 
Chorus Fall like fire, soak like rain; 
  Flow like mighty waters again and again. 
  Sweep away the darkness, burn away the chaff, 
  And let a flame burn to glorify Your name! 
 
Verse 2 There are higher heights, there are deeper seas; 
  Whatever you need to do, Lord, do in me. 
  The glory of God fills my life, 
  And I will never be the same again. 
 
Repeat Chorus 
Repeat Verse 1 
   No, I will never be the same again. 
 
 

 
 

*Blessing  
C          Amen. 
 
 

 

*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*Benediction   
C          Amen. (spoken) 
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*Sending Song 
 

“God is the Strength of My Heart” 
Words and Music by Eugene Greco  © 1989 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music CCLI #2793209 

Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 and streamed under CCLI License #20285260 with permission. All Rights Reserved. 

  
Verse  Whom have I in heaven but You? 
  There is nothing on earth I desire beside You; 
  My heart and my strength, many times they fail, 
  But there is one truth that always will prevail. 
  

Chorus  God is the strength of my heart, 
  God is the strength of my heart; 
  God is the strength of my heart 
  And my portion forever;  
 
 Forever; forever, forever. 
 

 
 
 

*Sending 
D      Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
C       Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Postlude  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised 
Standard Version, Updated Edition, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. Gospel Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA 
Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
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