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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Pam Atkinson 
in in memory of Michael Atkinson.  

 
To sponsor altar flowers for our worship space, 

sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 
 

Thank you to the Hoffman, Spiecker and West families for Coffee Hour today. 
 

 
 

Worship Leaders – Sunday, March 19, 2023 (11:00 am) 
Deacon   David Luecht 
Communion Assistant  Karen Becker 
Greeters   Barb Riegler, Carol Wortel 
Usher    Tim Caldwell  
Acolytes   Kaylee Gurzynski, Zach Gurzynski 
Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Audio Board   Shane Basham 
Counters   Frank Norem, Norm Roland 
Altar Guild   Karen Becker, Joan Nunemaker 

 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 
Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
David Luecht, Council President council@stjohnjoliet.org  815-954-9368 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 

 
 
 
Prelude                             
 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P The Lord is my Shepherd 
C  I shall not want. 
 
P  The shepherd calls. 
C  We hear the Shepherd’s voice. 
 
P  The Shepherd cares for our every need. 
C  We are loved. 
 
P  The Shepherd searches for us. 
C  We are found. 
 
P  The Shepherd leads us through the deepest valleys. 
C We will not be afraid. 
 
P  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
C  And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 
We observe a time of silence to reflect on ways 

we’ve given ourselves into the power of sin. 
 
P Gracious God, 
C we confess that we often invest our attention in misguided places and 

in misguided ways. We admit that where we focus our attention can 
prevent us from recognizing you at work right in front of us. Forgive 
us, and help us to center our lives in you so that we may join in your 
creative and redeeming work for all the world. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
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P  God who is rich in mercy, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 

has come to us in Jesus, who by his holy cross has redeemed the world. 
Buried with Christ by baptism into death, your sins are forgiven in the  
name of + Jesus. Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, you are raised to new 
life. May you be strengthened in faith to live each day renewed in God’s  
call for your life.  

C  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*Opening Song 
“Sing and Shout” 

Jorge Mhondera, Matt Redman, Willie Weeks;  
© Said And Done Music; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music; worshiptogether.com songs; Z1 Music; CCLI# 2793209 

  
 Oh, oh, oh, oh 
 
Verse 1 Your cross, Your cross, it draws me to Your heart. 

 It makes my spirit sing; it makes my spirit sing. 
 Your grace, Your grace, oh, I hear it call my name. 
 I'm waking up to sing; I'm waking up to sing. 
 
Chorus We will sing and shout, yeah, Sing and shout! 

Open up our hearts and pour Your praises out. 
We will sing and shout, yeah, Sing and shout! 
Open up our hearts and pour Your praises out. 
 
Oh, oh, oh, oh 
Oh, oh, oh, oh 
 

Verse 2 Because, because, because Your love came down, 
 It makes me want to sing; It makes me want to sing. 
 Because, because, because You call my name, 
 I'm waking up to sing; I'm waking up to sing.    Repeat Chorus 
 
Bridge What could be better than a grace 
 That washes all our shame away? 
 What could be better than Your great love? 
 What could be better than a grace 
 That leads us home and makes a way? 
 What could be better than Your great love?    Repeat Bridge 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
  Oh, oh, oh, oh 
  SHOUT!   
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*Prayer of the Day 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you.  

 
 
 

P When our assumptions cause us to lose track of your call, O God, guide  
us to respond with curiosity and wonder toward voices that challenge us 
and teach us. Make us attentive to your work in all creation. In the name  
of Jesus Christ, + our Savior and Lord, 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 23 
D   A responsive reading from Psalm 23. Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our ears are open. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
    he restores my soul. 
 
He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through valley of the shadow of death, 
    I fear no evil, 
 
for you are with me; 
    your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
    forever. 

  
D   Word of God, Word of Life! 
C   Thanks be to God! 
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*Gospel Acclamation                                                 
 

“Come Let Us Return” 
 Matt Redman © 2003 Thankyou Music. CCLI License No. 2793209 

  

Chorus   Come, come let us return to the Lord. 
  Come, come let us return to the Lord. 
  In brokenness of heart 
  We consecrate our lives, singing 
  Come, come let us return to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel                                                                          John 9:13-41 
P           The Holy Gospel according to John, the ninth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The crowd brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. It had 
been on a Sabbath when Jesus made the mud paste and opened the man’s eyes. 
The Pharisees began to ask how he had received his sight. He said to them, “The 
man named Jesus put mud on my eyes. I washed it off, and now I can see.”  
 
This prompted some Pharisees to say, “This Jesus cannot be from God, because 
he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others argued, “But how could a sinner perform 
signs like these?” They were sharply divided. Then they addressed the blind man 
again, “Since it was your eyes he opened, what do you have to say about this 
Jesus?” “He’s a prophet,” came the reply. 
 
The Temple authorities refused to believe that he had been blind and had begun to 
see until they summoned his parents. “Is this your child?” they asked, “and if so, do 
you attest that your child was blind at birth?  How, then, do you account for the fact 
that now your child can see?” 
 
The parents answered, “We know this is our child and that he was born blind.  But 
as for how our child can see now, or who opened his eyes, we have no idea. But 
don’t ask us– our child is old enough to speak without us!” His parents answered 
this way because they were afraid of the Temple authorities, who had already 
agreed that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would be put out  
of the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 
So for the second time they summoned the man who had been born blind, and 
said, “Give God the glory instead; we know that this Jesus is a sinner.” He 
answered, “I don’t know whether he is a sinner or not, all I know is that I used to 
be blind, and now I can see.” They persisted “Just what did he do to you? How did 
he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I already told you, but you won’t listen to 
me.  Why do you want to hear it all over again?  Don’t tell me you want to become 
disciples of Jesus too!”  
 



8 

  

 
They retorted scornfully, “You’re the one who is Jesus’ disciple.  We’re disciples  
of Moses.  We know that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea where this  
Jesus comes from.” The man answered, “Well, this is news!  You don’t know  
where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes!  Never, since the world began,  
has it been heard that anyone gave sight to a person blind from birth. If this Jesus 
were not from God, he could never have done such a thing.” They answered him, 
“What?” they exclaimed, “You’re steeped in sin from birth, and you’re giving us 
lectures?” With that they threw him out. 
 
When Jesus heard that he had been thrown out, he sought out the man and  
asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “Who is he?  Tell me,  
so that I may believe.” Jesus replied, “You’re looking at him.  The Son of Man is 
speaking to you now.” The healed one said, “Yes, I believe,” and worshiped him.   
 
Jesus spoke, “I came into this world to execute justice—to make the sightless  
see and the seeing blind.”  Some of the Pharisees who were nearby heard this  
and said, “You’re not calling us blind, are you?” To which Jesus replied, “If you 
were blind, there would be no sin in that. But since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 
remains. 

 
P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon                                               
 
 
 
 

Sermon                                                                   Pastor Evan Mayhew  
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*Hymn of the Day                                                       
 

“Your Grace Is Enough” 
Matt Maher ©2003 spiritandsong.com/Thankyou Music/ CCCLI# 2793209 Reprinted under CCLI License #2793209 

 
Verse 1 Great is Your faithfulness, O God. 
  You wrestle with the sinner’s heart. 
  You lead us by still waters into mercy, 
  And nothing can keep us apart. 
 
Bridge So remember Your people, 
  Remember Your children. 
  Remember Your promise, O God. 
 
Chorus Your grace is enough. 
  Your grace is enough. 
  Your grace is enough for me. 
 
Verse 2 Great is Your love and justice God. 
  You use the weak to lead the strong. 
  You lead us in the song of Your salvation, 
  And all Your people sing along. 
 
Repeat Bridge 
Repeat Chorus Twice 
Repeat Bridge 
Repeat Chorus 
 
Chorus 2 Yeah, Your grace is enough, 
  Heaven reaching down to us. 
  Your grace is enough for me. 
  God, I sing Your grace is enough, 
  I’m covered in Your love. 
  Your grace is enough for me, for me. 
 

 
*Apostles’ Creed  
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
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On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Prayers of the Church   
                                       

Grounded in the word and promise of God, the church prays, 
in the power of the Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ, 

for all the great needs of the world. 
 

Your personal prayer requests may be received by saying the name 
when invited during today’s prayers, by filling out a green prayer 

request card in your pew and placing it in the offering plate, and/or 
filling out the Prayer Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 

 

 
P  Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 
 
 
Congregation sings this response: 

                                                                                                                       # 232 
 

“Let My Prayer Rise Up” 
Text by: Holden Evening Prayer, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 141. Music by: Marty Haugen. Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
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The prayers conclude: 
P   Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for  

the sake of Jesus Christ.   
C Amen. 

 
*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others with a handshake.  
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 
 
 

Offertory                                                                                             
                  

Commitment to Community 
Lent is a season of returning to God in response to the unearned grace 

we have received, renewing our commitment to generosity of heart  
by serving God and the world through prayers, offerings, and acts of kindness. 

 
Dear community of faith, you are invited to foster God’s grace for the world  

by offering your financial gifts to the mission of Christ through the ministry of  
St. John Lutheran Church. Your offering funds the gifts we offer in service to God,  
to people in need in our neighborhood, across the country, and around the world. 

 
Let us give and live out of generosity, gratitude, and grace. Thank you!! 

 
                          

*Offertory Response     
                                    

“He Who Began a Good Work in You” 
©1987  Jonathan Mark Music (Admin. By Gaither Copyright Management), Birdwing Music  CCLI  2793209 

 

 He who began a good work in you, 
 He who began a good work in you 
 Will be faithful to complete it, 
 He’ll be faithful to complete it, 
 He who started the work 
 Will be faithful to complete it in you. 

 
*Offertory Prayer 
D   Let us pray. God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings  

as we present them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your 
very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
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*Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 
hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the  
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 

*Holy 
“Revelation Song” 

By Jennie Lee Riddle, ©2004 Gateway Create Publishing (Admin by Integrity’s Praise! Music), CCLI #2793209 
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*Words of Institution 
 
 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

P  All who thirst, all who hunger: come and be filled with the goodness of God!  
C  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Distribution 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew 
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements contained in the 
communion pod. The pastor will say the words of distribution after the Invitation 
to Communion: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 

 Receiving Communion at the altar 
 You will be invited forward by the usher. 

 Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor when 
receiving communion.  

 Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on the inner 
rings of the tray.  

 After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the basket 
that the acolyte brings to you and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
 

Communion Music                                                                                              
 

“Christ Be All Around Me” 
David Leonard, Jack Mooring, Leeland Mooring, Leslie Jordan © 2014 Jack Mooring Music,  

Meaux Jeaux Music, Meaux Mercy, The Devil Is A Liar! Publishing, Integrity's Alleluia! Music; CCLI #2793209 

  
Verse 1 As I rise, strength of God,  
 go before, lift me up; 
 As I wake, eyes of God, 
 look upon, be my sight. 
 
Verse 2 As I wait, heart of God, 
 satisfy and sustain; 
 As I hear, voice of God, 
 lead me on, be my guide, be my guide. 
 
Chorus 1  Above and below me, 
 Before and behind me; 
 In every eye that sees me, 
 Christ be all around me; 
 Above and below me, 
 Before and behind me; 
 In every eye that sees me, 
 Christ be all around me. 
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Verse 3 As I go, hand of God, 
 my defense, by my side; 
 As I rest, breath of God, 
 fall upon, bring me peace, bring me peace. 
 
Chorus 2 Above and below me, 
 Before and behind me; 
 In every eye that sees me, 
 Christ be all around me; 
 Above and below me, 

Before and behind me; 
In every eye that sees me, 
Christ be all around me. 
Oh, oh, Christ, be all around me; 
Oh, oh, Christ, be all around me. 

 
 

 
 

*Blessing 
C  Amen. 
 
 
 

*Prayer after Communion  
D   Let us pray. Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness 

of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us  
to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*Benediction  
C          Amen.  (spoken)   
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*Sending Hymn                                                                                                          
 

“God is the Strength of My Heart” 
Words and Music by Eugene Greco  © 1989 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music CCLI #2793209 

  

Verse  Whom have I in heaven but You? 
  There is nothing on earth I desire beside You; 
  My heart and my strength, many times they fail, 
  But there is one truth that always will prevail. 
 
Chorus  God is the strength of my heart, 
  God is the strength of my heart; 
  God is the strength of my heart 
  And my portion forever;     Repeat Chorus 
 
 Forever; forever, forever. 
 

 

 
Verse 1 *Sending 

D Go in peace. Serve in love! 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 

Postlude                                                                                                                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. Gospel Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed 
with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. Credit for bulletins and livestream: Liturgy adapted from Words for Worship for Advent-Epiphany by Rev. Sarah 
(Are) Speed, A Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org. Worship Resources are provided by the  Nourishing Vocation Project through the Lutheran Center for Faith, 
Values, and Community at St. Olaf College. 
 

 


