Baptism of Our Lord

January 10, 2026 at 5:30 PM
January 11, 2026 at 8:30 AM



We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world.

The flowers on the altar today are given by Steve & Monica Engel
in celebration of Noah Doyle’s 15t Birthday!
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand

Prelude (8:30) “Prelude (Op. 89, No.3)” Goltermann

Welcome and Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
the creator of heaven and earth,
the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

C Amen.

P Let us confess to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Mighty God, lover of justice,
C you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in & Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

C Amen.
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*Opening Hymn

“Shall We Gather at the River” #423,Vs. 14
*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Kyrie
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For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

*Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you
proclaimed him your beloved Son, anointing him with water and the
Holy Spirit. Through your Spirit, empower the baptized in Christ to
be faithful to your call of loving all people and your beloved creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Isaiah 42:1-4

A reading from the book of Isaiah, the 42nd chapter.

Listen for the Word of the Lord.
Our hearts are open.

Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry out or lift up his voice
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth,
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!

Psalm 29:1-4

D
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A responsive reading from the book of Psalms.

Listen for the Word of the Lord.
Our hearts are open.

Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name;

worship the LORD in holy splendor.

The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is powerful;
the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.

Word of God, Word of Life!
Thanks be to God!



*Gospel Acclamation

W i_f_—feu_—f_‘{_t?u

Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia,

o p—
s
. e 1 T tuﬁ
Al-le - lu - ia, al -le-1lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
Al-le-lu - ia, al -le-1lu - ia
*Gospel (Inclusive Translation) Matthew 3:13-17

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. John
tried to dissuade Jesus, saying, “I should be baptized by you, and yet you
come to me!” But Jesus replied, “Leave it this way for now. We must do this
to completely fulfill God’s justice. “ So John reluctantly agreed. Immediately
after Jesus had been baptized and was coming up out of the water, the sky
suddenly opened up and Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove
and hovering over him. With that, a voice from the heavens said, “This is my
Own, my Beloved, on whom my favor rests.”

P The gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon (8:30)

After the Children’s Sermon, parents with children of all ages,
may bring them to the Wiggle Room Leader standing
at the end of the center aisle. They will then take the children
to the Wiggle Room. The children will return to the sanctuary
during the Sharing of the Peace.



Sermon Pastor Robin E. Caldwell

*Hymn of the Day

“In Christ Called to Baptize” # 575, Vs. 1-4

*Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
In the hope of God’s grace and salvation, the church prays for all the
great needs of the world.

Your prayer requests may be shared silently during today’s prayers, by
filling out a green prayer request card in your pew or completing the Prayer
Request form at stjohnjoliet.org.

P As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the
church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the
earth, our home.



Congregation sings the response:

“Deep Peace”

Text: Celtic traditional, adapt. Ray Makeever. Music Ray Makeever. © 2009 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.

Deep peace of the running waves,
Deep peace of the flowing air,

Deep peace of the shining stars to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth.

The prayers conclude:

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen.

*Sharing the Peace
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

You may share the peace of Christ with others.
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.

Offertory (8:30) “Brightest and Best” arr. Hayes

Commitment to Community

Today we celebrate the gift of God'’s love for the world.
In turn, we share that love by giving what we can.
We pray that whatever we offer of our time, money, and talents
will be used by the Holy Spirit to create a more purposeful
world of love and belonging for one another.

Financial gifts, attendance sheets, and prayer requests may
be placed in the offering plate that can be passed along.
May God bless your generous heart!
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*Offertory Response #454,Vs. 1-2
“Remember and Rejoice”
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947; Music: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776; Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.
Verse 1 Remember and rejoice,

Renewed by floods of grace.

We bear the sign of Jesus Christ,

That time cannot erase.
Verse 2 In life, in death, we trust

In God’s most holy name,

Forever traced by water sign,

And sealed by Spirit flame.
*Offertory Prayer
D Let us pray.
C God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you

have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you
reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered
to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



*Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a
star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

Ho-ly, ho -ly, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow'r and might,

heav-en and earth are full ofyour glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-

san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
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*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

C Thanks be to God!

Distribution

We believe Jesus Christ is the host of this table,
his true presence is in this meal, and you are welcome here!

If you prefer your child to receive a blessing,
place your hand upon their head or their hands.

Communion Instruction

e You will be invited forward by the usher or pastor.

e To receive communion, hold your hands open to receive the bread
in your palm.

e Gluten-free/vegan wafers are available upon request. Inform the
pastor when receiving communion.

e Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on
the inner rings of the tray.

e After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the
basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle.

e [f you prefer to receive communion in your pew, communion pods
are available at the entrance to the sanctuary. The pastor will say the
words of distribution after the Invitation to Communion.
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Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Communion Music
“Baptized in Water” # 456, Vs. 1-3
“We are Baptized in Christ Jesus” #451, Vs. 1-3

*Blessing (8:30)

Cc

Amen.

*Prayer after Communion

D

Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the sacrament
of bread and wine, the sign of your sacrifice and our eternal life.
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the
beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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*Benediction
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*Sending Hymn #671,Vs. 1

“Shine, Jesus, Shine”

Text & Music: Graham Kendrick © 1987 Make Way Music, CCLI# 2793209
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.

Chorus Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

Verse 1 Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us,
Set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me, shine on me:

Repeat Chorus

*Sending
D Goin peace. Do Justice., Love mercy.
C Thanks be to God!

Postlude (8:30) “Shine, Jesus Shine” (reprise)

All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following: Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised
Standard Version, Updated Edition, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States
of America. Used by permission.
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Celebrating the
Retirement of Mark Lenz
and Welcoming Howie Murra
as our new Maintenance Associate

MHEMNEHURCH :

Congregational Foru
and Meetin

Forum: Sunday, January 18th at 9:45 AM

in the Trinity Room A & B

Meeting: Sunday, January 25th at 9:45 AM

in the Sancutary Topics Include:
+ 2026 Budget Review and Approval
= Ministry Updates
+ Capital Improvements

4 a:12 MINISTRY PRESENTS 4
COOK-OFFere
& GAME NIGHT

g Saturday, January 24th
6:30PM-9:30PM

Questions? Call Nicole Adams at 815-603-5620




ST.JOHN MEN’S
RETREAT

Saturday, March 2lst, 2026 (;“_)SI" i
ncludes
8:30 am - 4:30 pm Lunch and
St. John Men's Ministry will be hosting a retreat Snacks
for any person who identifies as a man at

¢ Starved Rock Lodge in Utica, IL.

Join us as we explore our theme with devotions,
conversations, meditation, and worship.
Bring your bible and your walking shoes!

Questions? Contact Mark Frost (frost@julielcall.com)

Hosts Needed for 2026
S +4 @ *
s , Sundays from
- 9:45AM - 10:45AM

‘WE PROVIDE THE COFFEE
AND YQU BRING THE TREATS!

»OFFICE CLOSED~

MARTIN LUTHER

KING JR. DAY

4;4

MONDAY, JANUARY 19TH
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 (Monthly Special Offering: Daybreak)
8:30am- 9:30am  Worship: Sanctuary
9:45am- 10:45am  Coffee Hour: Mark Lenz Retirement/Welcome Howie Murray
9:45am- 10:00am  Sunday School Sings Rehearsal: Choir Room
9:45am - 10:45am  Sunday School: Karin Johnson Hall, West Wing
9:45am- 10:45am  Parent Care Group Meeting: Trinity Room
11:00am- 12:00pm  Worship: Sanctuary
4:00pm- 7:00pm  Girl Scouts: Karin Johnson Hall
5:00pm-  6:30pm  Spanish Worship: Sanctuary
MONDAY, JANUARY 12
12:00pm-  3:00pm  Staff Meeting: Trinity Room
530pm-  8:00pm  A.A.Woman's Group: Karin Johnson Hall
6:30pm-  830pm  Monday Night Small Group: Trinity Room
7:00pm-  8:00pm  Al-Anon: West Wing 3 & 4
7:00pm-  8:00pm  Handbells: Sanctuary
7:00pm-  800pm  Sunday School Team Meeting: Youth Room
8:00pm-  9:00pm  Handbell Ensemble: Sanctuary
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13
6:30pm-  8:00pm  Finance/Executive Committee: Pastor Robin’s Office
6:30pm-  8:00pm Martha Circle: Trinity Room
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14
8:30am- 12:00pm  Food Pantry Volunteer Shift: Karin Johnsen Hall
7:00pm-  8:30pm  Confirmation: Building
THURSDAY, JANUARY 15
9:00am- 11:30am  Coffee with Friends (Women)
9:00am-  1:00pm  Food Pantry Volunteer Shift: Karin Johnsen Hall
10:00am-  11:00am  Altar Guild: Trinity Room
2:00pm-  T:00pm  Food Pantry Volunteer Shift: Karin Johnsen Hall
7:00pm-  8:00pm  A.A.Men's Group: Zoom
6:45pm-  8:00pm St John Chorale: Choir Room
8:00pm-  9:00pm  Praise Team: Sanctuary
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16
8:30am- 12:00pm  Food Pantry Volunteer Shift: Karin Johnsen Hall
9:00am-  11:00am  Quilters: West Wing 5
9:00am-  10:30am  Meals on Wheels: Senior Services of Will County
SATURDAY, JANUARY 17
7:00am- 11:00am  Food Pantry Volunteer Shifts: Karin Johnsen Hall
8:00am- 10:00am  Food Pantry Distribution Drive: Parking Lot
5:30pm-  6:30pm  Worship: Sanctuary
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18
8:30am-  9:30am  Worship: Sanctuary
9:45am-  10:45am  Congregation Q&A Forum: Trinity Room
9:45am-  10:00am  Sunday School Sings Rehearsal: Choir Room
9:45am-  10:45am  Sunday School: Karin Johnson Hall, West Wing
11:00am-  12:00pm  Worship: Sanctuary
12:30pm-  2:30pm  Men'’s Ministry Meeting: Trinity Room
5:00pm-  6:30pm  Spanish Worship: Sanctuary

*Check “stjohnfood.org” for Food Pantry distribution times and volunteer opportunities.
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