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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Bob & Vicki Makowka 
in celebration of their anniversary on May 21st. 

 
To sponsor altar flowers or coffee hour, 

sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 
 

 
Worship Leaders – Saturday, May 18, 2024 (5:30 pm)  
Deacon   Steve Volkening 
Usher    John Fleming 
Piano    Susan Yokubonis 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Counters   Frank Norem, Norm Roland 
Altar Guild   Karen Becker, Jinny Buchholtz, Cheryl Lovell 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 
Operations Administrator  operations@stjohnjolilet.org 815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert   communications@stjohnjoliet.org     815-439-2320 
Jonathan Adams, President council@stjohnjoliet.org  815-295-4092 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
 
 
 
  

Prelude                                        

     
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
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*Opening Hymn                                                            #526, Vs. 1-3 

 

“God Is Here” 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000; Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991; Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Co.; Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishign Co. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Verse 1 God is here!  As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 May we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
 Wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 
Verse 2 Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
 Here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
 Here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
Verse 3 Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
 Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
 Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
 What it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*Kyrie                                                  
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*Hymn of Praise 
      

“Now the Feast and Celebration” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader Vs. 1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
  Whose blood has freed and united us 
  To be one great people of God.         Refrain (All) 
  
Leader    Vs. 2 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
                            All honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain (All) 
 
Leader    Vs. 3 For God has come to dwell with us, 
                            To make us people of God; to make all things new.  
                                                                                            Refrain (All) 

 
 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

P Let us pray. Spirit of fire, your holy presence burns bright within this  
world. Spread your spirit throughout our communities, so that our hearts 
may burn with love and hope. 

C Amen. 
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Reading                                                                           Acts: 2:1-4 
D  A reading from the book of Acts, the second chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,  
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit  
gave them ability. 
 

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Reading                                                         1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
D  A reading from the book of First Corinthians, the twelfth chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
ignorant. You know that when you were gentiles you were enticed and led astray 
to idols that could not speak. Therefore, I want you to understand that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can  
say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of 
services but the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance  
of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to 
another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the 
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,  
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we  
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were  
all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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*Celtic Alleluia                   
                                       

“Celtic Alleluia”  
Music by © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll & Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

 
 
 

*Gospel                                                                         Mark 1:4-8 
P           The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
…so John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And the whole Judean region and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to  
stoop down and untie the strap of his sandals. I have baptized you with water,  
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon                                               
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon                                                    Ricky Korczak, Youth Preacher 
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Hymn of the Day                                                        # 807, Vs. 1 & 3    
 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.; Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; Public Domain  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1 Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 
 Teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
Verse 3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be; 
 Let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 

 
 

*Apostles’ Creed  
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of the Church                                                                  # 178 

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956. Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

In the hope of God’s grace and salvation, the church prays for all the great needs  
of the world.  
 

Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during today’s prayers, by  
filling out a green prayer request card in your pew or filling out the Prayer  
Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 
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P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 

 
Congregation sings this response: 

 
Hear Our prayer, hear our prayer, 

Lord, make us whole: 
Peace to all people, hope for each soul. 

God of grace, in this place, 
Hear now our prayer. 

 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we  

pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected 
and living Lord.   

C Amen. 
 
 

*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others with a handshake. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 
 
 

Offertory                                       
 
 

Commitment to Community 
Your offering of any amount is generous and fosters God’s grace for the world 

through the ministry of St. John, in service to God, to people in need in our 
neighborhood, across the country, and around the world. 

 

Your offering and attendance sheets may be placed in the offering plate, 
or try our new online giving platform, Tithe.ly. Thank you! 

 

 



12 

  

 

*Offertory Response                                        # 388  
 

“Be Not Afraid” 
 

Text: Matthew 28:5; Taize Community. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.   
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

        Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
    Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!    Repeat 
 
 

 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
D  Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May  

the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us  
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true  
vine. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving  
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P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for  
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea  
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim, and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 

*Holy 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

P   The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Come and eat at God’s table. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 

 
We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing.  
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew or at home 
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements 

contained in the communion pod. The pastor will say the 
words of distribution after the Invitation to Communion: 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Receiving Communion at the altar 
● You will be invited forward by the usher to receive bread from the pastor. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to the pastor.   
● Communion assistants hold trays with red wine in the outer rings of the 

tray and white grape juice in the inner rings of the tray. 

● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the  

basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

● At the 5:30pm service, the pastor will offer a blessing before you leave  

the communion rail. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 
Communion Music                                                     # 815, Vs. 1-3 

 
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

Text & Music: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934, text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration 
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

Verse 1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 

Refrain In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  
 

Verse 2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 
 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 And show me the way to the Father.   Refrain 
 

Verse 3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 We shall know the joy of Jesus.    Refrain 
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                                                                                      # 595, Vs. 1-3  
  

“Jesus Loves Me!” 
                             Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915; alt.; Music:  William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868; Public Domain 
                                                         Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

    

Verse 1 Jesus loves me!  This I know for the Bible tells me so, 
  Little ones to Him belong.  They are weak but He is strong. 
 
Refrain Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
  Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 
 
Verse 2 Jesus loves me!  He who died heaven’s gates to open wide; 
  He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in.    Refrain 
 
Verse 3 Jesus loves me!  He will stay close beside me all the way; 
  When at last I come to die, He will take me home on high.   Refrain 

 

                 
 
*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us  

and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to 
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

*Benediction  
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*Sending Hymn                                                          # 677, Vs. 1, 3 
 

“This Little Light of Mine” 
Text: African American spiritual; Music: African American spiritual; arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935, Public Domain 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

Verse 1           This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                        This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                        This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
                        Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Verse 3           Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                        Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                        Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, 
                        Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
 

*Sending 
D          Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Postlude                                  
 
 
 

 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version, Updated 
Edition, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Gospel 
Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission under 
OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  
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Special Request: 
Long time, St. John member, Jean Fitzer, will be celebrating her 100th 
birthday on June 2, 2024! It would be great if she could get lots of cards and 
well wishes on her special day. Here is Jean’s address if you would like to 
send a card:  Jean Fitzer, 13349 Line Road, Joliet, IL 60431 
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