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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Linda Evans  
with loving remembrance of Mike Evans  
on the 2nd anniversary of his death; and  

in celebration of Jim and Sally Downey’s 57th Wedding Anniversary! 
 

To sponsor altar flowers or coffee hour, 
sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 
 
 

 

Worship Leaders – Sunday, April 21, 2024 (8:30 am)  
Deacon   Jim Bartz 
Communion Assistants Cheryl Lovell 
Greeter    Janel Eaton 
Acolytes   Estelle Duggan, Oscar Gamboa 
Ushers    Ron Crabb, Bob Makowka 
Organ & Piano   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Audio Board   Rob Doyle 
Livestream Team  Matt Markwell, Frank Norem 
Counters   Janel Eaton, Frank Norem 
Altar Guild   Jinny Buchholz, Cheryl Lovell 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 
Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert   communications@stjohnjoliet.org     815-439-2320 
David Luecht, Council President council@stjohnjoliet.org  815-954-9368 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
 
 
 

Prelude                     “When Jesus Left His Father’s Throne”             arr. Schelat              

 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
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*Opening Hymn                                                       # 367, Vs. 1, 2, 4 

 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623; 

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

  
Verse 1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds          
 In praise of love that still abounds: 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Verse 2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 Therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 And by his presence stills all strife. 
 “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
   
Verse 4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
 “Christ has triumphed!  Alleluia! 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord,  
 To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 All the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

*Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



6 

  

 

*Kyrie 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. Messiah, Jesus, your powerful resurrection message that  

Paul shared, turned the world upside down. In the disturbances of today, 
give us the faith to open our minds to your truth and to open our doors  
to others, as we trust in your enduring love. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Reading                                                                           Acts 17:1-9 
D  A reading from the book of Acts, the seventeenth chapter.   

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 
After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. And Paul went in, as was 
his custom, and on three Sabbath days argued with them from the scriptures, 
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and to rise 
from the dead and saying, “This is the Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to 
you.” Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great 
many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But some of the 
Jews became jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they 
formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for Paul  
and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason’s house. When 
they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some brothers and sisters  
before the city authorities, shouting, “These people who have been turning the 
world upside down have come here also, and Jason has entertained them as 
guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of the emperor, saying that  
there is another king named Jesus.” The people and the city officials were 
disturbed when they heard this, and after they had taken bail from Jason and  
the others, they let them go. 
 
D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Special Music                      “We are Called”                                        Haas      
St. John Chorale 
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Psalm                                                                           Psalm 23:1-6 
D  A responsive reading from the book of Psalms.  

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 

  

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 

he leads me beside still waters; 
 

he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
    I fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 
 
You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
    my whole life long. 

 
D   Word of God, Word of Life! 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

                                                
 

*Celtic Alleluia                   
                                       

“Celtic Alleluia”  
Music by © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll & Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
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*Gospel                                                                         Mark 13:9-11 
P           The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to his disciples,] “As for yourselves, beware, for they will hand you 
over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. And the good news 
must first be proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial and hand you 
over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is  
given you at that time, for it is not you who speak but the Holy Spirit. 
 
P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
 
 
 

Sermon                                                             Pastor Robin E. Caldwell 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of the Day                                                    # 652, Vs. 1, 3, 4      
 

   
“Built on a Rock”                                  

Text by: Nikolai F.S. Grundtvig, tr.Carl Doving. Music by: Ludvig M. Lindeman. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense 3A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Verse 1  Built on a rock the church shall stand,  

Even when steeples are falling; 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land, 
Bells still are chiming and calling --  
Calling the young and old to rest,  
Calling the souls of those distressed, 
Longing for life everlasting. 
 

Verse 3  Christ builds a house of living stones: 
  We are his own habitation; 
  He fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 
  Granting us life and salvation. 
  Where two or three will seek his face, 
  He in their midst will show his grace, 
  Blessings upon them bestowing. 
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Verse 4  Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 

Jesus the children is blessing: 
Hither we come to praise his name, 
Faith in our Savior confessing. 
Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 
Making with us his covenant, 
Granting his children the kingdom. 

 
 
 

*Apostles’ Creed  
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

Prayers of the Church                                                                  # 178 

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956. Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

In the hope of God’s grace and salvation, the church prays for all the great needs  
of the world.  
 
Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during today’s prayers, by filling 
out a green prayer request card in your pew or filling out the Prayer Request form 
at stjohnjoliet.org. 

 
P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
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Congregation sings this response: 

 
Hear Our prayer, hear our prayer, 

Lord, make us whole: 
Peace to all people, hope for each soul. 

God of grace, in this place, 
Hear now our prayer. 

 
 
 

The prayers conclude: 

 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray,  

trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and 
living Lord.   

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others with a handshake. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 
 
 
 
 

Offertory                         “Now the Green Blade Rises”              arr. Keesecker 

 
 
 
 
 

Commitment to Community 
Your offering of any amount is generous and fosters God’s grace for the world 

through the ministry of St. John, in service to God, to people in need in our 
neighborhood, across the country, and around the world. 

 
Your offering and attendance sheets may be placed in the offering plate, 

or try our new online giving platform, Tithe.ly. Thank you! 
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*Offertory Response                                        # 388  
 

“Be Not Afraid” 
 

Text: Matthew 28:5; Taize Community. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.   
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

        Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
    Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!    Repeat 
 
 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
D  Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May  

the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us  
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true  
vine. Amen. 

 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (sung) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for  
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea  
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim, and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 
 
 
 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

P   The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Come and eat at God’s table. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 

 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 
All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing.  

 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew or at home 
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements 

contained in the communion pod. The pastor will say the 
words of distribution after the Invitation to Communion: 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Receiving Communion at the altar 
 

● You will be invited forward by the usher to receive bread from the pastor. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to the pastor.   

● Communion assistants hold trays with red wine in the outer rings of the 
tray and white grape juice in the inner rings of the tray. 

● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the  

basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

● At the 5:30pm service, the pastor will offer a blessing before you leave  

the communion rail. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 
 

Communion Music                                                # 484, Vs. 2, 3, 5 
 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
Text:  Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997; Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1922-1996; 

Text & Music © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Refrain  You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat. 
 Come give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 
  

Verse 2 With joyful lips we sing to you 
 Our praise and gratitude 
 That you should count us worthy, Lord,  
 To share this heav’nly food.  Refrain  
 

Verse 3 Is not the cup we bless and share 
 The blood of Christ outpoured? 
 Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 
 Our oneness in the Lord?  Refrain  
 

Verse 5 You give yourself to us, O Lord;  
 Then selfless let us be, 
 To serve each other in your name 
 In truth and charity.  Refrain  
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                                                                                         # 481, Vs. 1 
 

“Come to the Table” 
Text by: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942. Music by: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956. 

 Text and Music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.  
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1  Come to the table of mercy, 
Prepared with the wine and the bread. 
All who are hungry and thirsty, 
Come, and your souls will be fed. 
Come at the Lord's invitation; 
Receive from his nail-scarred hand. 
Eat of the bread of salvation; 
Drink of the blood of the Lamb.    Repeat 

 
 
                                                              
*Blessing 
C  Amen. 
 
 
 

*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us  

and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to 
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

*Benediction   
C        Sing AMEN. AMEN. AMEN. 
 
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                                           # 677, Vs. 1-2 
  

“This Little Light of Mine” 
Text: African American spiritual; Music: African American spiritual; arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935, Public Domain 

                                                               Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1            This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                          This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                          This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, 
                          Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Verse 2           Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                          Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine; 
                          Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
                          Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
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*Sending 
D          Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Postlude                             “Prelude in F Major”                                       Bach 
 
 

 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version, Updated 
Edition, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Gospel 
Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission under 
OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  
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