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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The altar flowers today are given by  
Tim Hay & Pat Block-Hay in memory, and in honor, of Gail Hartley’s birthday. 

To sponsor altar flowers for our worship space, 
sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 

Thank you to our Quilting Ministry for coffee hour this morning. 
 
 

 
 

Worship Leaders – Sunday, September 25, 2022 (11:00 am) 
Deacon   Kristen Vorrier 
Communion Assistant  Karen Becker, Kathy Moore 
Greeter    Barb Riegler, Carol Wortel    
Ushers    Renee Lacivita, Shawn Roark   
Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Audio Board   Mike Pragit 
Counters   Nancy Kautz, Sharon Sullivan  
Altar Guild   Karen Becker, Marge West 

 
 
 
 
Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 
Dawn MacGregor   dawnmacgregor@stjohnjoliet.org 815-557-9702 
Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
David Luecht, Council President Luecht60@gmail.com  815-954-9368 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 

 
 
 
Prelude                                      
    
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and  

who loves us beyond our days. 
C Amen. 
 
P Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world  

as Jesus does. 
 

Silence is kept to reflect on the ways we are learning God’s gracious ways. 
 
P Let us pray.  Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we  

have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We 
are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us  
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
P   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of  

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C  Amen. 
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*Opening Song  
 

“All The People Said Amen” 
Matt Maher, Paul Moak, Trevor Morgan; Thankyou Music, Trevor Morgan Music, Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, Valley Of Songs Music; 

 © 2013; CCLI License No. 2793209 
 
Verse 1 You are not alone if you are lonely, 

When you feel afraid, you're not the only. 
We are all the same, in need of mercy, 
To be forgiven and be free. 
It's all you got to lean on, 
But thank God it's all you need. 

 
Chorus   And all the people said, Amen. 

Wo-oh-oh, and all the people said, Amen. 
Give thanks to the Lord, for His love never ends. 
And all the people said, Amen. 

 
Verse 2 If you're rich or poor, well, it don't matter. 

Weak or strong, you know love is what we're after. 
We're all broken, but we're all in this together. 
God knows we stumble and fall, 
And He so loved the world, 
He sent His son to save us all.   Repeat Chorus 

 
Bridge Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart. 

Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart. 
Blessed are the people hungry for another start. 
For theirs is the kingdom, the kingdom of God. 

 
Repeat Chorus Twice 

 
And all the people said, Amen. 

 
 

 

*Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
P Let us pray. You clothe your people with steadfast love no matter how 

rejected we feel and what hardships we face. Free us from the pain of 
betrayal and whatever holds us captive, that we may share your blessing 
wherever we are, with whomever is before us. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
Our Savior and Lord, 

C  Amen. 
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Psalm 146 
D  A responsive reading from Psalm 146. Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our ears are open. 
 

Hallelujah! 
   Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 
Put not your trust in rulers, 
   in mortals in whom there is no help. 
When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
   and in that day their thoughts perish. 

 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope 

is in the Lord their God; 
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;  

who keeps promises forever; 
 

who gives justice to those who are oppressed,  
and food to those who hunger.  The Lord sets the captive free. 

The Lord opens the eyes of our hearts; the Lord lifts up those 
who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 

 
The Lord cares for the stranger; 
   the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the  

way of the wicked. 
The Lord shall reign forever, 
   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

 

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Reading                                                              Genesis 39:1-23 
D  A reading from the book of Genesis.  Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our ears are open. 
 
Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there. The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man; he was in the house of his Egyptian master. His master saw that the Lord  
was with him and that the Lord caused all that he did to prosper in his hands.  
So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him; he made him overseer of  
his house and put him in charge of all that he had. From the time that he made  
him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s 
house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had, in house 
and field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and with him there he had 
no concern for anything but the food that he ate. 
 
Now Joseph was handsome and good-looking. And after a time his master’s wife 
cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his 
master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my master has no concern about anything in 
the house, and he has put everything that he has in my hand. He is not greater in 
this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except yourself, 
because you are his wife. How then could I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God?” And although she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not 
consent to lie beside her or to be with her. One day, however, when he went into 
the house to do his work, and while no one else was in the house, she caught  
hold of his garment, saying, “Lie with me!” But he left his garment in her hand  
and fled and ran outside. When she saw that he had left his garment in her hand 
and had fled outside, she called out to the members of her household and said to 
them, “See, my husband has brought among us a Hebrew to insult us! He came  
in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice, and when he heard me 
raise my voice and cry out, he left his garment beside me and fled outside.” Then 
she kept his garment by her until his master came home, and she told him the 
same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, 
came in to me to insult me, but as soon as I raised my voice and cried out, he  
left his garment beside me and fled outside.” 
 
When his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, saying, “This is the 
way your servant treated me,” he became enraged. And Joseph’s master took him 
and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined;  
he remained there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him 
steadfast love; he gave him favor in the sight of the chief jailer. The chief jailer 
committed to Joseph’s care all the prisoners who were in the prison, and whatever 
was done there, he was the one who did it. The chief jailer paid no heed to anything 
that was in Joseph’s care because the Lord was with him, and whatever he did, the 
Lord made it prosper. 
 
D   Word of God, Word of Life! 
C   Thanks be to God! 
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*Gospel Acclamation                                                                # 512  
 

                              “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
Text & Music by: Handt Hanson, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

  Lord, let my heart be good soil,  
  Open to the seed of your word. 
  Lord, let my heart be good soil,  

Where love can grow and peace is understood. 
  When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
  When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
  Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,  

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
 
 
 
 

*Gospel                                                                   Matthew 5:11-12 
P           The gospel according to Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said] “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your 
reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” 

P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Sermon                                               
 
 
 
 

Sermon                                                                   Pastor Robin Caldwell  
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*Hymn of the Day                                                         
 

“Blessed Be Your Name” 
By Matt Redman and Beth Redman Arr. By Dan Galbraith ©2002 Thankyou Music CCLI# 2793209 

 

Verse 1    Blessed be Your Name in the land that is plentiful; 
                  Where Your streams of abundance flow, blessed be Your Name: 
 
Verse 2    Blessed be Your Name when I’m found in the desert place, 
    Though I walk through the wilderness, blessed be Your Name; 
 
Pre-Chorus   Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise; 
    When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say. 
 

Chorus    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your Name; 
    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious Name. 
 
Verse 3    Blessed be Your Name when the sun’s shining down on me; 
                When the world’s all as it should be, blessed be Your Name; 
 
Verse 4          Blessed be Your Name on the road marked with suffering; 
                Though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be Your Name; 
 
Pre-Chorus   Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise; 
    When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I will say. 
 

Chorus    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your Name; 
    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious Name. 
 Repeat 
          
Bridge     You give and take away, You give and take away; 
                 My heart will choose to say, Lord, blessed be Your Name.   
 Repeat 
 

Chorus    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your Name; 
    Blessed be the Name of the Lord, blessed be Your glorious Name. 
          Repeat 

 
Blessing of the Quilts                                                  Acts 2:43-47                                                          
 

P A reading from the book of Acts.  
Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. All who believed were together and had all 
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those 
who were being saved. 
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Please lay your hand upon a quilt for a blessing. 
 
P God, your Spirit is a mighty force as your whispers of hope blow through 

our world. Open our hearts to feel your presence moving in our 
neighborhoods and across the world. 

C Jesus, fill us with hope to share with our neighbors. 
 
P God, we thank you for the fabric, thread, batting, and sewing machines 

used to make these quilts. With these gifts, bring dignity, healing, and  
hope to people whose homes are damaged and lives are displaced  

C Jesus, make these quilts signs of hope for our neighbors. 
 
P God, thank you for the glad and generous hearts of the people of St. John 

who made scraps into new creations, those who box up the quilts, who  
ship them, and who hand them out. We pray that the work of their hands 
brings protection and security to our partners at Lutheran World Relief. 

C Jesus, help us see hope in our neighbors. 
 
P God, be with those who make, transport, and receive these quilts. Wrap us 

up together in your steadfast love. Whether or not we know their names or 
where they live, they are our neighbors, our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
and your children. Bless them in the name of Jesus, the One who is our 
hope. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Prayers of the Church                                                               
Text by: Celtic traditional, adapt. Ray Makeever. Music by: Ray Makeever.  © 2009 Augsburg Fortress.  
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

P Guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 
 

Congregation sings the response: 
 

Deep peace of the running waves, 
Deep peace of the flowing air, 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
Deep peace of the quiet earth. 

 
The prayers conclude: 
P God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy  

Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into  
your holy keeping.   

C Amen. 
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*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others.  
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 
 
 

Offertory                                               
 
 
 

*Offertory Response                             

 
“What Can I Do” 

Graham Kendrick/Paul Baloche; Integrity’s Hosanna! Music/Make Way Music; © 2006 CCLI #2793209 

 
Chorus   What can I do but thank You? 

What can I do but give my life to You? 
Hallelujah, hallelujah! 
What can I do but praise You? 
Every day make ev'rything I do a hallelujah, 
A hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

 
 

 
*Offertory Prayer 
D   Let us pray.  Holy God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, 

and growth in grace. Accept the gifts we offer here. Use them to 
nurture your church, this community, and the care of your creation; 
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (spoken) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Holy 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 

*Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Distribution 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew 
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements contained in the 
communion pod. The pastor will say the words of distribution after the Invitation 
to Communion: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 
 Receiving Communion at the altar 

 You will be invited forward by the usher. 

 You may bring your offering/attendance slip forward and place in the 
offering basket or place in the offering baskets by the doors as you leave. 

 Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor when 
receiving communion.  

 The deep purple wine is on the outer rings of the tray; the golden grape 
juice is on the inner rings of the tray.  

 After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the basket, 
and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
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Lamb of God                                                                              # 336 
“Lamb of God; Your Only Son” 

Text and Music by: Twila Paris. © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music. 
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Refrain  Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God 
I love the Holy Lamb of God. 
Oh wash me in your precious blood, 
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.   Repeat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Music                                                                 
 

“Whom Shall I Fear (God Of Angel Armies)”  
Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Scott Cash/Alletrop Music; McTyeire Music; S. D. G. Publishing; Sixsteps Songs; Worship Together Music  

© 2012 CCLI License No. 2793209 
 

Verse 1 You hear me when I call. You are my morning song. 
Though darkness fills the night, it cannot hide the light. 
Whom shall I fear? 
You crush the enemy underneath my feet. 
You are my sword and shield, though troubles linger still. 
Whom shall I fear? 

 
Chorus  I know Who goes before me, I know Who stands behind: 

The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
The One who reigns forever, He is a friend of mine. 
The God of angel armies is always by my side! 

 
Verse 2  My strength is in Your name, for You alone can save. 

You will deliver me. Yours is the victory. 
Whom shall I fear? 
Whom shall I fear?   Repeat Chorus  

 
Bridge  And nothing formed against me shall stand! 

You hold the whole world in Your hands. 
I'm holding on to Your promises; 
You are faithful. You are faithful.   Repeat 

 
Repeat Chorus  

The God of angel armies is always by my side! 
 

 

  
 
 
 



15 

  

 

*Blessing 
C  Amen. 
 
 
 

*Prayer after Communion  
D          Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into  
             your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your  
             table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our  
             heart, serve others with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have  
             made; through Christ our Lord.  
C  Amen. 
 
 

 
*Benediction  
C          Amen.  (spoken)  
 
 
 

*Sending Song                                                                 
  

“Let Us Rise” 
Ed Cash / Sarah Reeves, Songs from Worshiptogether / Welma Rhymer Publishing / Wonderously Made Songs © 2009 CCLI# 2793209 

 
Chorus  Let us rise, let us rise, 

Make us one, we cry; 
Let us love like You love, let us rise. 
Every tongue, every tribe, 
Every heart unified; let us rise, Oh,  
 
Let us rise. 

 
 
 

Verse 1 *Sending 
D Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Postlude                            
 
 
 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following: Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022. Augsburg Fortress. 
 All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 
2021 Clergy StuffTM, published by Clergy Stuff, 8621 Poplar Bridge Curve, Bloomington, MN 55437. Gospel Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & 
Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. Variations of words and prayer 
Copyright © 2022, Teri Peterson. Usage right granted to BibleWorm subscribers at the LiturgyWorm Level and higher. (https://patreon.com/biblewormpodcast).        
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