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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  

this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 
 

The altar flowers are given today by Dan and Tori Hicks 

in honor of their 40th wedding anniversary,  

and in honor of our grandson, William’s first birthday. 

To sponsor altar flowers for our worship space, 

sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 
 

 

 

Worship Leaders – Sunday, July 17, 2022 (8:30 am) 
Deacon   Jill Doyle 

Communion Assistant  Kathy Moore 

Greeter    Sam Riggi 

Ushers    Erik Hoffman, Paul & Kathy Thomason  

Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 

Music Director   Tori Hicks 

Audio Board   Bill Jensen 

Livestream Team  Matt Markwell, Frank Norem 

Counters   Frank Norem, Norm Roland 

Altar Guild   Joan Nunemaker, Sharon Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
Pastor Jennifer Beamsley  jenbeamsley@stjohnjoliet.org 708-305-5561 

Pastor Robin Caldwell  Sabbatical July 4 – August 30, 2022 

Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 

Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 

Dawn MacGregor   dawnmacgregor@stjohnjoliet.org 815-557-9702 

Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 

Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 

David Luecht, Council President Luecht60@gmail.com  815-954-9368 
 

 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 

 
 
 
Prelude                              “Voluntary in D”                                   Scarlatti  
    

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation. 

C Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept to reflect on the ways we have turned from God this week.  

 

Let us pray.  Holy God, Creator of all that is, we confess to you that we 

have sinned. We have failed in our care for the land and its creatures. 

 We have been greedy, destructive, and wasteful of the resources you 

entrusted to us. Polluted air and water, eroded soil  

and salty earth, birds and animals deprived of habitat, and neighbors 

left hungry and thirsty by our selfishness: all these cry out against  

us. We do not know how to restore what we have damaged. We  

repent in sorrow and distress. Forgive us, we pray, and have mercy. 

Give us grace to change our ways, to make amends, and to work 

together for the healing of the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God promises a new creation. God’s Spirit renews the hearts of God’s 

people. God’s Spirit moves over the face of the earth.  God’s Spirit calls  

us to action.  We are free to choose a new way for us and God’s creation!  

Therefore, I declare to you: your sins are forgiven, through Jesus Christ  

our Lord.  

C Thanks be to God!  Amen.  
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*Opening Hymn                                                        # 879, Vs. 1, 4, 5 

 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Text by: Folliot S. Pierpoint, alt. Music by: Conrad Kocher. Public Domain.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1  For the beauty of the earth, 
  For the beauty of the skies, 
  For the love which from our birth 
  Over and around us lies: 
 

Refrain  Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
  This our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Verse 4  For the joy of human love, 
  Brother, sister, parent, child, 
  Friends on earth and friends above; 
  For all gentle thoughts and mild:   Refrain 
 

Verse 5  For each perfect gift of thine, 
  Peace on earth and joy in heav’n; 
  For thyself, best gift divine,  
  To our world so freely giv’n:   Refrain 
 

 

*Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

*Hymn of Praise                                                          # 858, Vs. 1, 4  
 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
Text by: Joachim Neander. tr. Catherine Winkworth. alt. Music by: Erneuerten Gesangbuch, Part II, Stralsund. Public Domain.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
  O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
  Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
  Joining in glad adoration! 
 
Verse 4  Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
  All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
  Let the amen sound from his people again. 
  Gladly forever adore him!  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

 
P Let us pray.  Holy God, you call us to shelter and sustain creation, and  

we are guests in your world.  Open our hearts and homes, our gates and 

doors, so your values of safety, peace, and welcome become our way of 

life. We pray through Jesus Christ, our refuge and our hope.   

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 9:1-6 
D  A responsive reading from Proverbs 9. Listen for the Word of the Lord. 

C  Our ears are open. 

 

Wisdom has built her house; 

    she has hewn her seven pillars. 

She has prepared her feast; she has mixed her wine;  she has also  

set her table. 

She has sent out her servants; she calls 

    from the highest places in the town, 

“You who are simple, turn in here!” 

    To those without sense she says, 

“Come, eat of my bread 

    and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

Lay aside immaturity and live, 

    and walk in the way of insight.” 

  

D Word of God, Word of Life! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

Special Music          “This Little Light of Mine/Do Lord”                          Boyer 

The ReFOURmers 

Trenton Ferro, Mark Frost, Steve Heath, Jim Eklund 
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Reading                                                             Hebrews 12 & 13  
D  A reading from the book of Hebrews. Listen for the Word of the Lord. 

C  Our ears are open. 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also  

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the  

throne of God. 

 

Pursue peace with everyone and the holiness without which no one will see the 

Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God, that no root of bitterness 

springs up and causes trouble and through it many become defiled. 

 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us show 

gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence  

and awe. 

 

Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,  

for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.  

 

D   Word of God, Word of Life! 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel Acclamation                                                              # 512   
                              

“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” 
Text & Music by: Handt Hanson, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

  Lord, let my heart be good soil,  
  Open to the seed of your word. 
  Lord, let my heart be good soil,  

Where love can grow and peace is understood. 
  When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
  When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way. 
  Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart,  

Lord, let my heart be good soil. 
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*Gospel                                                                  Matthew 25:34-40 
P           The gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said]: Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world, for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 

hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave you 

clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And 

the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.’ 
 

P   The gospel of our Lord. 

C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 

Children’s Sermon                                                  Butterflies and Bees  
 

 

Sermon                                                                   Pastor Jen Beamsley  
 

 

*Hymn of the Day                                                        # 546, Vs. 1-4 
                                                                                         

“To Be Your Presence” 
Text by: Delores Dufner. Music by: Charles V. Stanford. Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1  To be your presence is our mission here, 
  To show compassion’s face and list’ning ear, 
  To be your heart of mercy ever near, Alleluia! 
 

Verse 2  To be your presence is our mission bold, 
  To feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
  To be your hands of justice, right uphold, Alleluia! 
 

Verse 3  To be your presence is our mission blest,  
  To speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
  To be your voice of hope, your love expressed, Alleluia! 
  

Verse 4  We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
  To serve your people is our call and choice, 
  And in this mission we, the church, rejoice, Alleluia! 
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*Apostles’ Creed  
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
 
Prayers of the Church                                                               
Text by: Celtic traditional, adapt. Ray Makeever. Music by: Ray Makeever.  © 2009 Augsburg Fortress.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

P Guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need. 
 

Congregation sings the response: 
 

Deep peace of the running waves, 

Deep peace of the flowing air, 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 

Deep peace of the quiet earth. 

 

The prayers conclude: 

P God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy  

Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your 

holy keeping.   

C Amen. 
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*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others.  

Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 

 

 

 

Offertory                                     “Reflection”                                             Hayes 

 

 

 

 

*Offertory Response                               # 856, Vs. 1  
 

“How Great Thou Art” 
Text by:  Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 1899-1989; Music by: Swedish folk tune; adapt. Stuart K. Hine; Text & Music: © 1953, ren. 1981 

S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc. Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1  O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder  
  Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
  I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
  Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; 
 
Refrain  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
  How great thou art!  How great thou art! 
  Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee, 
  How great thou art!  How great thou art! 
 

 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
D   Let us pray.  Holy God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, 

and growth in grace. Accept the gifts we offer here. Use them to 

nurture your church, this community, and the care of your creation; 

for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 
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*Great Thanksgiving (sung) 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,  

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 

grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 

*Holy 
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*Words of Institution 
 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

Distribution 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew 

You may receive communion in your pew with the elements contained in the 

communion pod. The pastor will say the words of distribution after the Invitation 

to Communion: 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
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 Receiving Communion at the altar 
• You will be invited forward by the usher. 

• You may bring your offering/attendance slip forward and place in the 

offering basket or place in the offering baskets by the doors as you leave. 

• Gluten free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor when 

receiving communion.  

• The deep purple wine is on the outer rings of the tray; the golden grape 

juice is on the inner rings of the tray.  

• After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the basket, 

and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

 

 
 
Lamb of God                                                                              # 336 

“Lamb of God; Your Only Son” 
Text and Music by: Twila Paris. © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Refrain  Oh Lamb of God, sweet lamb of God 

I love the Holy Lamb of God. 

Oh wash me in your precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.   Repeat 

 

 

 

 
 
Communion Music                                                       
 

                                         “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                            Dorsey 

The ReFOURmers 

Trenton Ferro, Mark Frost, Steve Heath, Jim Eklund 
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                                                                                       # 471, Vs. 1-3 

“Let Us Break Bread Together” 
Text by: African American spiritual.Music by: African American spiritual.Public Domain. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Verse 1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 

 Let us break bread together on our knees. 
 

Refrain When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 

 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Verse 2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 

 Let us drink wine together on our knees.   Refrain 
 

Verse 3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 

 Let us praise God together on our knees.   Refrain 

 

 

 

*Blessing 
C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

*Prayer after Communion  
D          Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into  

             your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your  

             table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our  

             heart, serve others with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have  

             made; through Christ our Lord.  

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

*Benediction  
C          Sing AMEN. AMEN. AMEN. 
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*Sending Song                                                               # 536, Vs. 1 
 

“God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 
Text by: Jeremiah E. Rankin. Music by: William G. Tomer. Public Domain. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Verse 1  God be with you till we meet again; 
  By good counsels guide, uphold you, 
  With a shepherd’s care enfold you; 
  God be with you till we meet again. 
 
Refrain  Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; 
  Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 

 
 
 

Verse 1 Take    *Sending 
D Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C   Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Postlude                                 “Fughetta in C”                                    Buxtehude   
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