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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Pam Atkinson 
in honor of my granddaughter, Samanth’s 16th birthday! 

 
To sponsor altar flowers or coffee hour, 

sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 
Worship Leaders – Saturday, May 11, 2024 (5:30 pm)  
Deacon   Steve Volkening, Juliet Michalesko 
Ushers    Joan Fry, Lydia Michalesko 
Piano    Susan Yokubonis 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Counters   Pat Block-Hay, Wendy Eklund 
Altar Guild   Joan Fry, Marge West 

 
Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 
Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert   communications@stjohnjoliet.org     815-439-2320 
Jonathan Adams, President council@stjohnjoliet.org  815-295-4092 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
 
 
 
 

Prelude                                        

 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 
C Amen. 
 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 
P Look, here is water! 
C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen! 
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*Opening Hymn                                                            #851, Vs. 1-5 

 
“When in Our Music God is Glorified” 

                                   Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000; Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924; Text © 1972 Hope Publishing Company 
                                                                 Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1 When in our music God is glorified, 
 And adoration leaves no room for pride, 
 It is as though the whole creation cried: 
 Alleluia! 
 
Verse 2 How oft, in making music, we have found, 
 A new dimension in the world of sound,  

 As worship moved us to a more profound: 
 Alleluia! 
 
Verse 3             So has the church, in liturgy and song, 
 In faith and love, through centuries of wrong, 
 Borne witness to the truth in ev’ry tongue: 
 Alleluia! 
 
Verse 4        And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night 
 When utmost evil strove against the light? 
 Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight:     
 Alleluia! 
 
Verse 5 Let ev’ry instrument be tuned for praise;  
 Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise; 
 And may God give us faith to sing always: 
 Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

*Greeting 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*Kyrie                                                  
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*Hymn of Praise 
      

“Now the Feast and Celebration” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader Vs. 1 Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
  Whose blood has freed and united us 
  To be one great people of God.         Refrain (All) 
  
Leader    Vs. 2 Power and riches, wisdom and might, 
                            All honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain (All) 
 
Leader    Vs. 3 For God has come to dwell with us, 
                            To make us people of God; to make all things new.  
                                                                                            Refrain (All) 

 
 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to  

worship: Pour out your Spirit on your servants who, with the gifts of  
music, enliven our praises and proclaim your word with power. Through 
this ministry give us new awareness of your beauty and grace, and join  
our voices with all the choirs of heaven, both now and forever; through  
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Dedication of Chancel Candles 
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Reading                                                             Colossians 3:12-17 
D  A reading from the book of Colossians, the third chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 

Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one 
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe  
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And 
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in  
one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father  
through him. 
 

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Special Music           “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”               arr. Krug 

Handbell Ensemble 
 
 
 

Psalm 150                                                                   
D        A responsive reading from the book of Psalms.  

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 

Praise the LORD! 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty firmament!  
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
    praise him according to his surpassing greatness!  

 

Praise him with trumpet sound; 
    praise him with lute and harp!  
Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
    praise him with strings and pipe! 

 

Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
    praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD! 

 

D   Word of God, Word of Life! 
C   Thanks be to God! 
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*Celtic Alleluia                   
                                       

“Celtic Alleluia”  
Music by © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll & Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Reading                                                                Ephesians 5:15-21 
D  A reading from the book of Ephesians, the fifth chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 
Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the  
most of the time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but 
be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to one 
another, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to 
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus  
Christ, being subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Sermon                        
 
 
 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Robin E. Caldwell 
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Hymn of the Day                                                        # 753, Vs. 1-4 
 

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” 
Text: Robert Lowry, 19826-1899. Music: Robert Lowry, alt. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1  My life flows on in endless song, 
  Above earth’s lamentation. 
  I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
  That hails a new creation. 
 
Refrain  No storm can shake my inmost calm 
  While to that Rock I’m clinging. 
  Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
  How can I keep from singing? 
 
Verse 2  Through all the tumult and the strife,  
  I hear that music ringing. 
  It finds an echo in my soul. 
  How can I keep from singing?    Refrain 
 
Verse 3  What though my joys and comforts die? 
  The Lord my Savior liveth. 
  What though the darkness gather round? 
  Songs in the night he giveth.     Refrain 
 
Verse 4  The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
  A fountain every springing! 
  All things are mine since I am his! 
  How can I keep from singing?     Refrain 
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Recognition of Musicians 
 

Director of Music Tori Hicks 
Piano/Organ  Janet Blomquist 
Piano   Susan Yokubonis 
Violin   Rachel Uffelmann and Rachel Yergler 
Cello   David Gutierrez 
Trumpet  Glenn Faikus 

 
  

Handbell Ensemble 
  Nicole Adams    
  Jon Blomquist 

Nyssa Crompton 
  Meghan Doyle 
  Matt Markwell 
  Mary Wilcox 
  
  
 

Prayers of the Church                                                                  # 178 

Text and music: Paul Andress, b. 1956. Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

In the hope of God’s grace and salvation, the church prays for all the great needs  
of the world.  
 
Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during today’s prayers, by  
filling out a green prayer request card in your pew or filling out the Prayer  
Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 

 
P Rejoicing that Jesus is risen, and love has triumphed over fear, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
Congregation sings this response: 

 
Hear Our prayer, hear our prayer, 

Lord, make us whole: 
Peace to all people, hope for each soul. 

God of grace, in this place, 
Hear now our prayer. 

 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we  

pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected 
and living Lord.   

C Amen. 
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*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others with a handshake. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 
 
 

 
Offertory                         “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”                            

Handbell Ensemble 
 
 
 
 

Commitment to Community 
Your offering of any amount is generous and fosters God’s grace for the world 

through the ministry of St. John, in service to God, to people in need in our 
neighborhood, across the country, and around the world. 

 

Your offering and attendance sheets may be placed in the offering plate, 
or try our new online giving platform, Tithe.ly. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 
 
*Offertory Response                                        # 388  

 

“Be Not Afraid” 
 

Text: Matthew 28:5; Taize Community. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994. © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.   
Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

        Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 
    Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!    Repeat 
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*Offertory Prayer 
D  Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May  

the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us  
to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true  
vine. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving  
 

 
 
 
 
 

P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for  
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene 
and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea  
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim, and 
seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 
 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

P   The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  
Come and eat at God’s table. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 
Distribution 

 
We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing.  
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew or at home 
You may receive communion in your pew with the elements 

contained in the communion pod. The pastor will say the 
words of distribution after the Invitation to Communion: 

 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Receiving Communion at the altar 
● You will be invited forward by the usher to receive bread from the pastor. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request to the pastor.   
● Communion assistants hold trays with red wine in the outer rings of the 

tray and white grape juice in the inner rings of the tray. 

● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the  

basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

● At the 5:30pm service, the pastor will offer a blessing before you leave  

the communion rail. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 
 

 
Communion Music                                                 
                                                                                      # 466, Vs. 1-2  
  

“In the Singing” 
Text by: Shirley Erena Murray. Music by: Carlton R. Young © 1996 Hope Publishing Company.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

Verse 1  In the singing, in the silence,  
In the hands expectant, open,  
In the blessing, in the breaking,  
In your presence at this table,  

 

Refrain  Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ,  
Be the wine of grace; 
Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ,  
Be the bread of peace. 

 

Verse 2  In the question, in the answer,  
In the moment of acceptance,  
In the heart’s cry, in the healing,  
In the circle of your people,   Refrain 
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*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us  

and nourished us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to 
proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our 
redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

*Benediction  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Sending Hymn                                                      # 731, Vs. 1 & 2 
 

“Earth and All Stars!” 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926; Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987; Text & Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Verse 1 Earth and all stars!  Loud rushing planets! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Hail, wind and rain!  Loud blowing snow storm! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 

Refrain God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 

Verse 2 Trumpet and pipes!  Loud clashing cymbals! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Harp, lute, and lyre!  Loud humming cellos! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 

 
 

*Sending 
D          Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Postlude                              
 

 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version, Updated 
Edition, copyright 2021, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Gospel 
Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission under 
OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  
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