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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  

this time of worship and reflection on Godôs love for the world. 
 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Trenton & Judy Ferro 

in honor of their 59th Wedding Anniversary. 

 

Thank you to Trenton & Judy Ferro for Coffee Hour today, 

in celebration of their 59th Wedding Anniversary!! 
 

 

 

Worship Leaders ï Sunday, September 3, 2023 (8:30 am)  
Deacon   Jill Doyle 

Communion Assistant  Pam Murray 

Acolytes   Henry Bay, Emmett Doyle 

Ushers    Jon Blomquist, Ron Crabb 

Greeters   Erik, Katie, Kaylee, & Kelsey Hoffman 

Piano/Organ   Janet Blomquist 

Music Director   Tori Hicks 

Audio Board   Keith Markwell 

Livestream Team  Gordon Butler, Frank Norem 

Counters   Jan Drish, Nancy Kautz 

Altar Guild   Joan Fry, Joan Nunemaker 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell  robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org 630-408-1402 

Pastor Evan Mayhew  evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org 262-366-3132 

Tori Hicks    torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org  815-355-3205 

Nicole Adams   nicoleadams@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 

Pam Kornaus   pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org 815-439-2320 

Jenelle Lambert   communications@stjohnjoliet.org     815-439-2320 

David Luecht, Council President council@stjohnjoliet.org  815-954-9368 
 

 

 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall ï Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 

 
 
Prelude                                    ñTrioò                                               Boyvin   

 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,  нone God, who greets us in this and every 

season, whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. 

C Amen. 

   

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. 

We have hurt our community. 

We have squandered your blessings. 

We have hoarded your bounty. 

We have failed to be honest. 

We have lacked the courage to speak. 

In the name of Jesus, 

forgive us and grant us your mercy. 

Amen. 

 

P Dear people,  

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 

God offers boundless grace when we fail. 

Claim the gift of Godôs mercy: 

you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of  нJesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



5 
  

 
*Opening Hymn                                                         # 392, Vs. 1 & 3 
   

ñAlleluia! Sing to Jesusò 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-188 

 Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

Verse 1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 

 Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone. 

 Hark!  The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 

 ñJesus out of evôry nation has redeemed us by his blood.ò 

 

Verse 3  Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 
  Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 
  Intercessor, friend of sinners, earthôs redeemer, hear our plea 
  Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 
 

*Greeting 
P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.   
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*Hymn of Praise                                                           
    

ñNow the Feast and Celebrationò 
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Leader   Verse 1      Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 

                                  Whose blood has freed and united us 

                                  To be one great people of God.   Refrain  

  

Leader   Verse 2      Power and riches, wisdom and might, 

                                  All honor and glory to Christ forever.   Refrain  

 

Leader   Verse 3      For God has come to dwell with us, 

                                  To make us people of God; to make all things new.  Refrain  
 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. Forgiving God, your grace covers our sins, giving us new  

life. Grant us the wisdom to admonish one another in love and to release 

what we cannot change, that the humanity binding us together brings 

harmony, reconciliation, and gratitude to our hearts. In the name of  

Jesus, we pray. 

C  Amen. 
 

 

 

Reading                                              Colossians 3:12-17 (NRSVUE) 
D A reading from the book of Colossians.  

C Our hearts are open. 

 

Therefore, as Godôs chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another 

and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord 

has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ  

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all 

wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 

to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

D   Word of God, Word of Life! 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

Special Music                   ñAs It Is In Heavenò                            Cash/Maher   

                                                        Praise Team 
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Psalm 103:6-13 (Inclusive) 
D A responsive reading from the book of Psalms.  

C Our hearts are open. 
  

How you love justice, YHWH! 

You are always on the side of the oppressed. 

You revealed your intentions to Moses,  

Your deeds to Israel. 
 

You are tender and compassionate, YHWH- 

Slow to anger, and always loving; 

Your indignation doesnôt endure forever, 

And your anger lasts only for a short time. 
 

You never treat us as our sins deserve; 

You donôt repay us in kind for the injustices we do. 

For as high as heaven is above the earth, 

So great is the love for those who revere you. 
 

As far away as the east is from the west, 

Thatôs how far you remove our sins from us! 

As tenderly as parents treat their children, 

Thatôs how tenderly you treat your worshipers, YHWH! 
 

D   Word of God, Word of Life! 

C   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                 
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*Gospel                                                              Matthew 6:9-13 (NIV) 
P           The gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said,] ñThis, then, is how you should pray: 

 

ñóOur Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from the evil one.ô 
 

P   The gospel of our Lord. 

C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 

 

Childrenôs Sermon 

 

 

 

Sermon                                                                 Pastor Robin Caldwell 
 

 

 

*Hymn of the Day                                                  # 612, Vs. 1, 3, 4 
 

ñHealer of Our Every Illò                
Text & Music by: Marty Haugen. © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Refrain Healer of our evôry ill, light of each tomorrow, 

 Give us peace beyond our fear, and hope beyond our sorrow. 
 

Verse 1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 Grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.   Refrain 
 

Verse 3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 Evôry sister, evôry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.   Refrain 
 

Verse 4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 Teach us all your way of healing;  

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Refrain 
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*Apostlesô Creed  

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, Godôs only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the Church                                                            # 751    
Text: Psalm 102:1-2; Taizé Community, adapt. Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994, Text and Music © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., 

Reprinted & Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

In the hope of Godôs grace and salvation, 

the church prays for the great needs of the world. 
 

Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during todayôs prayers,  

written on a green prayer request card in your pew,  

or completed on the Prayer Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 
 

 

P  Trusting in Godôs abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a  

world in need. 

 
 

Congregation sings the response: 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 

O Lord, hear my prayer: 

When I call, answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer, 

O Lord, hear my prayer: 

Come and listen to me. 
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The prayers conclude: 

P Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.   

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

You may share the peace of Christ with others.  

Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  
 

 

 

 
 
Offertory                    ñCome Thou Fount, Come Thou Kingò                     Miller    
                                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commitment to Community 

Your offering of any amount is generous and fosters Godôs grace for the world  

through the ministry of St. John, in service to God, to people in need in our 

neighborhood, across the country, and around the world. Thank you!! 
 

Your offering, attendance sheets, and prayer requests  

may be placed in the offering plate. 

 

 
 

 

Making generosity easier ï 

scan this QR Code with the camera 

on your Smartphone and give 

your offering right through our website. 

Thank you! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



12 
  

*Offertory Response                               # 465, Vs. 1 

 

ñAs the Grains of Wheatò 
  Text: Diadache, 2nd Cent. Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: As The Grains, Marty Haugen.  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Refrain    As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill  
   Were gathered into one to become our bread; 
  So may all your people from all the ends of earth  
  Be gathered into one in you.  

 

Verse  As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst         

   May we share the presence of your love.    Refrain 
 
 
 
 

*Offertory Prayer 
D   Let us pray. God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver  

of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and 

multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with  

your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
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P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in  

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and  

the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

*Holy 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lordôs Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

*Invitation to Communion 
P Everyone is welcome here, at Christôs table. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

Distribution 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal and at this table. 

All are welcome to receive communion or a blessing. 
 

There are two ways to receive communion today: 
 

Receiving Communion in your pew or at home 

Communion pods are available at the sanctuary doors. 

 At home, a piece of bread and juice will suffice!  

The pastor will say these words after the Invitation to Communion: 

 

The body of Christ, given for you.  

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

Receiving Communion at the altar 

ǒ You will be invited forward by the usher. 

ǒ Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor when 

     receiving communion.  

ǒ Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on the 

     inner rings of the tray. 

ǒ After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the  

     basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 

ǒ At the 5:30pm service, the pastor will offer a blessing before you leave  

     the communion rail. 
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Lamb of God  

 

 

 

Communion Music                                                     # 708, vs. 1-3   
   

ñJesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Loveò 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.; Music:  Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin; Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
Refrain  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
  Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from you. 
 
Verse 1  Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet, 

  Master who acts as a slave to them.    Refrain 
 
Verse 2  Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race, 
  Neighbors are nearby and far away.    Refrain 
 
Verse 3  These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love; 
  All of these are neighbors to us and you.    Refrain 
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                                                                                   # 483, Vs. 1-3 

ñHere Is Breadò 
Text & Music:  Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; Text & Music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1  Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
  Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here. 
 
Refrain       In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
  In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 
 
Verse 2  Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
  Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here.    Refrain 
 
Verse 3  Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
  Weôll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified.    Refrain 

 

  

                

*Blessing  
C          Amen. 
 

 

 

 

*Prayer after Communion  
D Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have 

received at your table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all  

the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

*Benediction  
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*Sending Hymn                                                                           # 547, Vs. 1  
                                                            

ñSent Forth by Godôs Blessingò 
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt., Music: Welsh folk tune; Text © 1964 World Library Publications  

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1  Sent forth by Godôs blessing, our true faith confessing, 
  The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
  The supper is ended.  Oh, now be extended 
  The fruits of this service in all who believe. 
  The seed of Christôs teaching receptive souls reaching, 
  Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
  Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us 
  To work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

*Sending 
D Go in peace! Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Postlude                                ñFour Pieces: No.4ò                            Boellmann 

 

 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Gospel 

Verse, Holy, and Amen from Now the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission 

under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  
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